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For pipa, 21-string zheng, percussion, and electronics, “zao wu” is a work that unfolds through self-
questioning. The word  “zao”  ([&) symbolizes “noise” , while “wu”  (4)) symbolizes “object”
or ‘“being” . Sonically, “zao” invokes a hybrid meaning, as it also recalls the Chinese character
(38&) symbolizing the act of creation. Embodying concepts of disorder and destruction, the word  “noise”
coupled with “creation” exposes a critical paradox: in an attempt to understand itself, this work
constructs forms of participation, allowing both human and non-human bodies to collectively engage in
a perpetual, cyclical process of doing and un-doing, knowing and un-knowing. As such, each sound
simultaneously acknowledges and defies its mode of being, straddled in between fluid states of

proliferation and erasure.
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